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*To find your State Representatives go to the appropriate Home Page–either www.Assembly.State.ny.us or www.Senate.Staate.ny.us. where you can enter your zip code to learn the name of your Senator and Assembly Member, their e-mail address and  the address of their local office.   Send a brief message by e-mail and follow up with a ‘snail-mail’ copy. 
 Encourage every shareholder or unit owner to send messages as well.
SUGGESTED E-MAIL MESSAGE

The property tax abatement program for home owners in New York City cooperatives is vital to your constituents in __________________________ .  We are dismayed that it was not extended during the recently ended session.  Please, push for a special session to pass this extender as soon as possible.   
SUGGESTED LETTER FROM THE BOARD

Letterhead of Your Cooperative or Condominium

June 27, 2012

Honorable xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx


Honorable xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx

Assembly Member xxx District


Senator for the xxth District

Address







Address

New York, NY   xxxxx-xxxx



New York, NY xxxxx-xxxx

Dear Assembly Member/Senator  xxxxxxx  xxxxxxxxxx

The legislative session has ended without passage of legislation to extend the Property Tax Abatement program for home owners in New York City cooperatives and condominiums. 

Please push your colleagues for a special session to address this vital legislation as soon as possible.   Without it, all of  the  ____ (insert number) shareholders in our cooperative located in your district (if a condominium substitute ____ owners of apartments in our condominium) will face painful increases in their property taxes.  For some, this could mean the difference between being able to continue to live here or being forced to move away. 

The abatement program is an acknowledged first step toward fair treatment of New Yorkers who make their homes in condominiums and cooperatives.  It has  been in place for 15 years, as we await a more comprehensive plan for property tax reform from the City.   The sudden loss of this program is an undeserved hardship for your constituents in cooperatives and condominiums. 

Please don’t abandon us at this crucial point.  

.

Very truly yours,

Name

Title (if appropriate)


SUGGESTED LETTER OR E-MAIL FOR INDIVIDUALS TO SEND 
Your Personal Letterhead 

June 27, 2012

Honorable xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx


Honorable xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx

Assembly Member xxx District


Senator for the xxth District

Address







Address

New York, NY   xxxxx-xxxx



New York, NY xxxxx-xxxx

Dear Assembly Member/Senator  xxxxxxx  xxxxxxxxxx

The legislative session has ended without passage of legislation to extend the Property Tax Abatement program for home owners in New York City cooperatives and condominiums. 

Without this abatement, my family and my neighbors living in the cooperative/condominium

located at ________________________in your district, will experience significant financial

hardship.   [Give additional details, particularly if you know your representative].
Please push your colleagues to pass the extender legislation necessary to ensure that this important abatement program will continue, for fairness to  New Yorkers who live in cooperatives and condominiums.              
Very truly yours,

